
Write/Revise 
Content Standards

Department of 
Education Creates 

Assessment 
Blueprint

Summer Item Content Review &
Bias / Sensitivity Review meeting

Vendor provides results 
from 

Content Review & Bias
Third Party Item Alignment meeting

Department of Education Staff 
and Testing Vendor discusses 
findings on alignment report

Data Results from Spring 
Field Test go through a Data 
Review with Teachers and 
Department of Education 

Staff

Post Webb Alignment 
on intact test

Pool of Items eligible
for operational use

Construction of core 
operation form

Refresh 30% of items each year 
from pool of items

Operational STEP 
Assessment

When new or revised 
standards have been 

established a standard 
setting will occur establishing 

updated cut scores

The South Dakota Technical Advisory Committee reviews 
and advises the Department of Education throughout this 

process

Creating the Dakota STEP Assessment

Present Content 
Standards to 

Board of 
Education for 

Approval

Item Acquisition 
and Development

Department of 
Education 
Receives 

Alignment Report

Department of Education 
Staff reviews alignment 
Report for acceptance

Items that have gone through content/
bias and alignment review  are 

embedded in the operational Spring 
Test


